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Army " patriotism " aeroplanes, tanks, passenger motor-cars, armoured
motor-cars, and anti-aircraft equipment. This is partly for the
purpose of conserving Army funds and partly to encourage war
fever.
ONLY FORCE CAN STOP JAPAN
September 3, 1932
I had a conference of the staff, including the Military and Naval
Attaches, and read to them rny telegram to Mr. Stimson, redrafted
after we had slept on it. They all concurred. I don't want to be
sensational, but I do want to go on record—continually—that the
Japanese Government intends to proceed with its programme in
Manchuria unless prevented by superior physical force. The telegram
said that I could not too strongly impress on the Secretary the certainty
that the Japanese Government firmly intends to carry out its Manchuria
programme unless prevented by superior force ; furthermore, that the
elements who now control the Government believe that their cause is
just and that this gives added strength to their determination. Liberal
statesmen carry little or no weight; the military preparations are
going forward steadily. They expect an unfavourable report from
the League of Nations but regard America as their greatest
stumbling-block ; little is being said of friction with Soviet Russia
just now.
I said that it was difficult to believe that the Japanese, as intelligent
people, could really give credence to the obviously false premise of
self-determination for Manchuria, but they regard their whole course
of action as one of supreme and vital national interest, if not one of
self-defence, and on that basis they are prepared to fight if necessary.
All of these opinions have been confirmed with increasing intensity,
especially during the past few weeks. After a careful study of the
situation I can find no approach by which the present Japanese
intransigeance might be overcome or modified. Japanese policy
may, in time, be compelled to modify owing to foreign moral and
internal financial pressure, but for the present we must inevitably
continue to face openly conflicting policies and principles between
our two countries.
I was very glad to get that telegram off and to have placed the situa-
tion squarely on record. American policy should be framed with a
precise knowledge of these facts.
It gives one a strange sensation to live in a country where individually
everyone is thoroughly friendly and where one's personal relations
are of the best, but where collectively one is constantly aware of a
deep distrust of and animosity against one's own nation. This
animosity doesn't seem to apply to individual Americans at all,
except Mr. Stimson, upon whom the whole Japanese animus is
concentrated. Indeed, one often gets the impression from the press
that the Japanese doubt if Mr. Stimson really represents American
public opinion regarding Japan. Many seem to think that his various

